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Dr. Geoff Tunnicliffe, Bishop Kevin Leibensperger,
Rev. Zosangliana, Rev. Dino L. Touthang, Dr. Kennet h Miller,
Rev. James Ehrman, Rev. Dr. Ginneih Thang Ngaihte

Rev. Chawngliana,
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ev.T. Sungte (Thattinlien

Sungte) a veteran Mis-
sionary to Bhutan died during
the early hours of February 16,
2010 at his residence at Shil-
long. He had just returned
from his usual morning devo-
tional prayer from the church
when he felt a sudden pain through his body
and then slowly succumbed to the pain to begin
his eternal rest with his God whom he so coura-
geously served during his life on earth.

Rev. T. Sungte was survived by three daugh-
ters, Grace, Priscilla and Dorcas and one son
Richard and daughter-in-law Rebecca.

Rev. T. Sungte was born in 1931 at Tinsuong
village. He had very little education (up to Class
VII) but he was a man who believes that your
availability for God is all that matters.

It is amazing how a man of his type and of his
time could learn about Bhutan, so when he an-
nounced his calling during the late fifties people
called him a heretic and no church came for-
ward to support him. (It was only much later that
he was accepted by the then NEIG church and
began supporting him as one of its workers.) Yet
undaunted, he set out for Bhutan during the
early sixties where he continued till his retire-
ment.

In 1966 one lady from Mizoram Lalnguri Sailo
heard about him and paid him a visit. She later
became his wife. He was also ordained in 1966
and retired from his service in 1995. Though
retired from active service he continued to look
after the EAC church in Shillong and actively
involved himself in the ministry of the church till
his death.

One of his most humorous but challenging
statement is this: Martar a thi lova Hmar Tara
thi hi kan lau tak a nih . It means “l am afraid to
die a Hmar (name of a tribe) old man and not
die as a martyr.”

The irony is that Rev. T. Sungte died as a Hmar
Tar (Hmar old man) in spite of his desire to die a
martyr's death. No wonder, it is said that a mar-
tyr's death is a privilege that God reserved only
for a chosen few.

May his life continue to inspire all of us.
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